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CHRONOLOGY OF 
C. S. LEWIS’S LIFE

1898  Born in Belfast, Ireland (November 29)

1905  Family moved to new house at “Little Lea”

1908   Death of Flora Hamilton Lewis; Lewis sent to England 
for schooling

1914  Began study under William Kirkpatrick

1917   Entered Oxford University; sent to France to fi ght in 
WWI

1918  Wounded in battle, sent home to recover

1919  Published Spirits in Bondage

1924  First position at Oxford

1925   Given permanent position teaching English literature 
at Magdalen College, Oxford

1929  Death of Albert Lewis; Lewis regained belief in God
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1930  Moved into “the Kilns,” near Oxford

1931  Became a Christian

1933  Published The Pilgrim’s Regress

1936   Published The Allegory of Love, to great scholarly 
accolade.

1937  Met Charles Williams

1938  Published Out of the Silent Planet

1940  Published The Problem of Pain

1941  Began a series of twenty-five radio lectures for the BBC

1942  Published The Screwtape Letters

1943  Published The Abolition of Man

1945  Death of Charles Williams

1947  Published Miracles

1950   Published The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, first 
volume in The Chronicles of Narnia

1951  Death of Janie Moore

1952  Published Mere Christianity

1953  First meeting with Joy Davidman Gresham

1954   Given chair of Medieval and Renaissance Literature 
at Cambridge University

1955  Published autobiography, Surprised by Joy

1956  Published Till We Have Faces

1956   Married Joy Davidman Gresham, who was dying  
of cancer
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1957  Joy’s cancer went into miraculous remission

1959  Joy suffered relapse

1960  Death of Joy Lewis; published The Four Loves

1961  Published A Grief Observed

1963  Death of C. S. Lewis (November 22)
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