
Notes

Chapter 1: Roses Are Big

 1.   I want to be clear about something. I’m not attributing the fact that I 
was detained on the street as a possible suspect in a crime to “racism.” 
It’s perfectly logical to me that if a crime occurred in the vicinity where I 
happened to be walking that day and I also happened to fit the descrip-
tion of the suspect based on what was ascertained from eyewitnesses, 
then the officer on duty had an obligation to determine if I was, in fact, 
the perpetrator of the crime. That’s just good police work. (The problem 
is that “fit the description” has been used as a pretext for illegal stops 
and searches of young Black and Brown men for who knows how long.) 
I won’t even assume that Officer Shut Up, who was White, spoke to me 
that way because he’s a “racist.” He might have said the same exact thing 
if I was a White suspect. It’s really only what the sergeant, who was also 
White, said to me—more than that, the way he said it—that caused me 
to file this under the “racism” section of my experiential rolodex.
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