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Frontispiece 

1.  George Adam Smith, The Life of Henry Drummond (New York: McClure, Phillips & Co., 
1901), 89, 147.

Preface: McKinley, T. R., and Wilson

1.  “Dwight L. Moody Was a Really Great Man,” The New York Times, 6 November 1927;
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive/pdf?res=F70D1EF63C5D16793C4A9178AD 
95F438285F9

2.  A. P. Fitt, Moody Still Lives (New York: F. H. Revell, 1936), 149.
3.  Emma Moody Powell, Heavenly Destiny (Chicago: Moody, 1943), 230.
4.  The Congregationalist and Christian World, 12 November 1914, 624.

Chapter 1: From Home to Boston

1.  Quoted in W. H. Daniels, D. L. Moody and His Work (American ed., Hartford, CT:
American Publishing, 1875), 36. For brevity, I’ve condensed this epigraph citation. Note: 
In 1875, the same year Daniels’s memoir of Moody was published, the American Pub-
lishing Co. released Mark Twain’s Sketches New and Old, which contained “The Notorious 
Jumping Frog of Calaveras County,” among other famous stories. That Moody and Twain 
shared the same publisher at this time was a measure of Moody’s wide celebrity following 
his return to America from his celebrated mission to Great Britain (1873 –1875).

2.  William R. Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody (London: Morgan & Scott, 1900), 17.
3.  Moody’s kinship with these distinguished Americans is described in John C. Pollock, 

Moody (New York: Macmillan, 1963), 4.
4.  Ibid., 5.
5.  Ibid., 4. See also Lyle W. Dorsett, A Passion for Souls (Chicago: Moody, 1997), 28–29. 

Both authors describe Edwin Moody’s traits and financial struggles.
6.  Paul D. Moody and Arthur Percy Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, vol. 1 (Chicago: 

Bible Institute Colportage Assoc., 1900), 10.
7. Daniels, D. L. Moody and His Work, 3–4.
8.  D. L. Moody and Charles Goss, Echoes from the Pulpit (Hartford, CT: Worthington & 

Co., 1900), 490–91.
9. Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 20.

10.  Ibid.
11.  Ibid., 21.
12.  Moody and Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, 10.
13.  Moody and Goss, Echoes from the Pulpit, 491.
14. Pollock, Moody, 4–5.
15. Daniels, D. L. Moody and His Work, 4–5.
16. Ibid.
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 17.  Ibid., 5.
 18.  Pollock, Moody, 5. See also Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 21.
 19.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 28.
 20.  Daniels, D. L. Moody and His Work, 12–13.
 21.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 30.
 22.  Ibid., 29.
 23.  Ibid., 32.
 24.  As quoted in Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 32–33.
 25.  A. W. Williams, The Life and Work of Dwight L. Moody (Philadelphia: Ziegler & Co., 

1900), 26.
 26.  Pollock, Moody, 5.
 27.  Daniels, D. L. Moody and His Work, 13.
 28.  Moody and Goss, Echoes from the Pulpit, 601.
 29.  Ibid.
 30.  Daniels, D. L. Moody and His Work, 11.
 31.  T. J. Shanks, D. L. Moody at Home (Chicago: F. H. Revell, 1886), 64.
 32.  J. W. Chapman, The Life and Work of Dwight L. Moody (Toronto: Bradley-Garretson, 

1900), 52. See also Pollock, Moody, 5.
 33.  Daniels, D. L. Moody and His Work, 13.
 34.  Chapman, The Life and Work of Dwight L. Moody, 52–53.
 35.  Daniels, D. L. Moody and His Work, 15.
 36.  Pollock, Moody, 28.
 37.  Daniels, D. L. Moody and His Work, 14.
 38.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 33.
 39.  Ibid. 
 40.  Ibid., 33–34.

Chapter 2: Young Man About Town

 1.  D. L. Moody and Charles Goss, Echoes from the Pulpit (Hartford, CT: Worthington & 
Co., 1900), 172.

 2.  W.  A. Newman and W. E. Holton, Boston’s Back Bay (Lebanon, NH: University Press of 
New England, 2006), 44.

 3.  A longtime Moody family friend writes that “at seventeen years [Moody’s] kinsman, Mr. 
Holton of Boston, accepted [him] as a clerk in his shoe store, corner of Court Street and 
Brattle Street, or Cornhill, where I purchased shoes of Dwight.” See the Christian Register, 
25 January 1900, 91. For an 1857 image of Holton’s Boot and Shoe Store, see Ballou’s 
Pictorial, 7 November 1857, 289.

 4.  John C. Pollock, Moody (New York: Macmillan, 1963), 7.
 5.  William Moody, “Memories of Moody,” The Saturday Evening Post, 7 April 1900, 915.
 6.  Ibid.
 7.  H. D. Northrop, The Life and Labors of Dwight L. Moody (Philadelphia: Premier Publish-

ing Co., 1899), 57.
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 8.  Elias Nason, The Lives of the Eminent American Evangelists (Boston: B. B. Russell, 1877), 
42.

 9.  Ibid., 43.
 10.  Moody, “Memories of Moody,” The Saturday Evening Post, 915.
 11.  Nason, The Lives of the Eminent American Evangelists, 43.
 12.  Moody, “Memories of Moody,” The Saturday Evening Post, 915.
 13.  Nason, The Lives of the Eminent American Evangelists, 43.
 14.  Moody, “Memories of Moody,” The Saturday Evening Post, 915.
 15.  Nason, The Lives of the Eminent American Evangelists, 43.
 16.  Letters between Samuel Holton and D. L. Moody, see Pollock, Moody, 8.
 17.  Ibid., 9.
 18.  Ibid.
 19.  Paul D. Moody and Arthur Percy Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, vol. 1 (Chicago: 

Bible Institute Colportage Assoc., 1900), 19.
 20.  Pollock, Moody, 9–10.
 21.  Ibid., 10.
 22.  Ibid.
 23. Ibid.
 24.  Ibid., 11. See also Lyle W. Dorsett, A Passion for Souls (Chicago: Moody, 1997), 45.
 25.  Pollock, Moody, 11.
 26.  Dorsett, A Passion for Souls, 45.
 27.  Pollock, Moody, 12.
 28.  Ibid., 11.
 29.  Dwight L. Moody, The Way Home (Chicago: Bible Institute Colportage Assoc., 1904).
 30.  Dorsett, A Passion for Souls, 45–46.
 31.  Ibid., 46.
 32.  Ibid.
 33.  Moody and Goss, Echoes from the Pulpit, 520–21.
 34.  J. W. Chapman, The Life and Work of Dwight L. Moody (Toronto: Bradley-Garretson Co., 

1900), 74–75.
 35.  William R. Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody (London: Morgan & Scott, 1900), 38.
 36.  Pollock, Moody, 12.
 37.  Ibid., 13.
 38.  Ibid.
 39.  Chapman, The Life and Work of Dwight L. Moody, 75.
 40.  Ibid.
 41.  Ibid., 76.
 42.  Ibid.
 43.  Ibid.
 44.  Moody and Goss, Echoes from the Pulpit, 156.

DLMoody6x9-FINAL.indd   277 2/14/17   10:37 AM

Copyrighted Material 



278

D. L. Moody—A Life

 45.  Robert and Samuel Wilberforce, The Life of William Wilberforce, vol. 1 (London: John 
Murray, 1838), 75.

Chapter 3: West to the Windy City

 1.  “Moody’s Ready Wit Saves Him,” The New York Times, 3 November 3, 1889. This article 
is archived online at: http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/ pdf?res=F00613FE3
C5F15738DDDAA0894D9415B8984F0D3.

 2.  William R. Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody (London: Morgan & Scott, 1900), 61.
 3.  John C. Pollock, Moody (New York: Macmillan, 1963), 16–17.
 4.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 43.
 5.  Pollock, Moody, 16. See also Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 44.
 6.  Ibid., 16–17.
 7.  J. F. Stover, A History of the Illinois Central Railroad (New York: Macmillan, 1975), 5.
 8.  Information about Cyrus McCormick in the article, “Cyrus McCormick (1809–1884),” 

posted online by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) at: http://web.mit.
edu/invent/iow/mccormick.html.

 9.  The information in this paragraph is taken from the dust jacket copy and page 23 of Axel 
Madsen, The Marshall Fields: The Evolution of an American Business Dynasty (Hoboken, 
NJ: J. Wiley, 2002).

 10.  Information provided in the article, “Farwell ( John V.) & Co.,” posted online by the Ency-
clopedia of Chicago at: http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/2660.html.

 11.  D. L. Moody, Power from on High (London: Morgan & Scott, 1882), 71.
 12.  Pollock, Moody, 17.
 13.  Lyle W. Dorsett, A Passion for Souls (Chicago: Moody, 1997), 55.
 14.  Pollock, Moody, 17.
 15.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 45.
 16.  Ibid.
 17.  Ibid.
 18.  Ibid.
 19.  Pollock, Moody, 19.
 20.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 46.
 21.  Ibid., 47.
 22.  Pollock, Moody, 18.
 23.  Ibid., 20.
 24.  Ibid., 21.
 25.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 69. Moody, describing his early days in competition 

with other aspiring businessmen, recalled: “There was only one of them but what I felt I 
could equal, and that was Marshall Field.” See also Pollock, Moody, 21.

 26.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 49.
 27.  Biographical information archived online via the historic site, The Inn at Ormsby Hill, at: 

http://www.ormsbyhill.com/history.html.
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 28.  Norman Williams’ June 20, 1899 obituary is archived online at The New York Times; see 
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/ pdf?res=F50C15FC355D11738DDDA 
90A94DE405B8985F0D3.

 29.  Biographical information archived online via the New Hampshire Division of Historical 
Resources; see http://www.nh.gov/nhdhr/publications/ warheroes/thompsonj.html.

 30.  Paul D. Moody and Arthur Percy Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody (Chicago: Bible 
Institute Colportage Assoc., 1900), 25.

 31.  W. H. Daniels, D. L. Moody and His Work (Hartford, CT: American Publishing Co., 
1876), 34.

 32.  Pollock, Moody, 25–26.

Chapter 4: A Sunday School Drummer
 1.  Paul D. Moody and Arthur Percy Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, vol. 1 (Chicago: 

Bible Institute Colportage Assoc., 1900), 27.
 2.  John C. Pollock, Moody (New York: Macmillan, 1963), 23.
 3.  Sexton’s recollections are cited in Ibid., 23–24.
 4.  J. V. Farwell, Early Recollections of Dwight L. Moody (Chicago: Winona Publishing Co., 

1907), 11–12.
 5.  Ibid., 8.
 6.  Ibid., 7.
 7.  Ibid., 8.
 8.  Ibid., 9.

Chapter 5: Camps and Battlefields

 1.  D. L. Moody, Twelve Select Sermons (Chicago: F. H. Revell, 1884), 60–61.
 2.  William R. Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody (London: Morgan & Scott, 1900), 75.
 3.  Ibid, 76.
 4.  Ibid.
 5.  Ibid.
 6.  Ibid., 77.
 7.  D. L. Moody to Betsy Moody, as quoted in John C. Pollock, Moody (New York: Macmil-

lan, 1963), 44.
 8.  The dialogue among Hawley, Moody, the head guard, and the captain that follows appears 

in Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 77–79, and the narrative is adapted from page 77.
 9.  Pollock, Moody, 44.
 10.  Insights offered in Ibid.
 11.  As quoted in Ibid.
 12.  Ibid., 44–45.
 13.  As cited in Ibid., 45.
 14.  Ibid.
 15.  Ibid.
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 16.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 81–82. See also Pollock, Moody, 49.
 17.  Emma Moody is the source of this story. See Pollock, Moody, 49.
 18.  George Whitefield, Sermons on Important Subjects (London: Henry Fisher, 1828), 447.
 19.  As quoted in Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 84–85.
 20.  Ibid., 85.
 21.  W. C. Harris, Lincoln’s Last Months (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2004), 62.
 22.  J. V. Farwell, Early Recollections of Dwight L. Moody (Chicago: Winona Publishing Co., 

1907), 47–48. See also Harris, Lincoln’s Last Months, 62.
 23.  D. L. Moody, Latest Sermons (Chicago: Bible Institute Colportage Assoc., 1900), 73.
 24.  Moody, Twelve Select Sermons, 35–36.

Chapter 6: Emma

 1.  Emma Moody Powell, Heavenly Destiny (Chicago: Moody, 1943), 6.
 2.  Ibid., 33, 41.
 3.  Ibid., 40.
 4.  Ibid., 23. Here it is stated: “[A] young brother wrote, ‘We all knew Sister Emma was our 

father’s favorite.’”
 5.  Ibid., 35.
 6.  Ibid.
 7.  Fleming Revell Jr., as quoted in John C. Pollock, Moody (New York: Macmillan, 1963), 27. 

See also Powell, Heavenly Destiny, 35.
 8.  Powell, Heavenly Destiny, 37.
 9.  William R. Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody (London: Morgan & Scott, 1900), 44.
 10.  Ibid., 59.
 11.  Fleming Revell’s statement of Moody’s earnings appears in Pollock, Moody, 37.
 12.  These figures have been calculated using the website, Measuring Worth; see: http://www.

measuringworth.com/uscompare/.
 13.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 58.
 14.  Ibid., 59–60.
 15.  Ibid., 60.
 16.  Ibid.
 17.  Ibid.
 18.  Ibid., 60–61.
 19.  Ibid., 61–62.
 20.  Ibid., 61.
 21.  Ibid.
 22.  Pollock, Moody, 47.
 23.  Ibid., 46.
 24.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 366. As of 1900, when Will Moody wrote The Life 

of Dwight L. Moody, “more than $1,125,000 [alone] was received from royalties” on The 
Moody Sankey Hymn Books. In today’s dollars, that sum would equal approximately $26 
million dollars.
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 25.  Definitions provided by the Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary at: http://www. 
merriam-webster.com/dictionary/pluck.

 26.  Powell, Heavenly Destiny, 48.
 27.  Ibid., 49–50.
 28.  Ibid.
 29.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 76.
 30.  Ibid., 105.
 31.  Ibid.
 32.  Ibid., 105–7.
 33.  Ibid., 107.
 34.  Will Moody, as quoted in Powell, Heavenly Destiny, 7–8.

Chapter 7: The Pickpocket’s Gift

 1.  Edward Pell, Dwight L. Moody (Richmond, VA: B. F.  Johnson Publishing, 1900), 562.
 2.  Emma Moody Powell, Heavenly Destiny (Chicago: Moody, 1943), 48.
 3.  Paul D. Moody and Arthur Percy Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, vol. 1 (Chicago: 

Bible Institute Colportage Assoc., 1900), 54–58. Here, the story of Moody’s early activi-
ties on his arrival in England in 1867 is given, along with the story of his first meeting with 
Harry Moorhouse.

 4.  Powell, Heavenly Destiny, 61–62.
 5.  Moody and Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, 55–56.
 6.  Ibid., 57.
 7.  Ibid., 58.
 8.  Ibid.

Chapter 8: The Chicago Fire

 1.  J. B. McClure, ed., Anecdotes and Illustrations (Chicago: Rhodes & McClure, 1877), 100.
 2.  Emma Moody Powell, Heavenly Destiny (Chicago: Moody, 1943), 69.
 3.  William R. Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody (London: Morgan & Scott, 1900), 133.
 4.  McClure, ed., Anecdotes and Illustrations, 84.
 5.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 107.
 6.  Ibid.
 7.  Paul D. Moody and Arthur P. Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, vol. 1 (Chicago: Bible 

Institute Colportage Assoc., 1900), 65.
 8.  Ira D. Sankey, My Life and the Story of the Gospel Hymns (Philadelphia: Sunday School 

Times Co., 1907), 27.
 9.  Ibid., 27 –28.
 10.  Ibid., 28.
 11.  Powell, Heavenly Destiny, 65.
 12.  Ibid., 66.
 13.  Ibid., 67.
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 14.  Ibid.
 15.  Moody and Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, 66.
 16.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 126.
 17.  Moody and Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, 66.
 18.  Ibid., 66–67.
 19.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 134–35.
 20.  Ibid., 135.
 21.  A. W. Williams, The Life and Work of D. L. Moody (Philadelphia: Ziegler & Co., 1900), 

146.
 22.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 135.
 23.  John C. Pollock, Moody (New York: Macmillan, 1963), 90.
 24.  D. L. Moody, Glad Tidings: Sermons at the New York Hippodrome (New York: E. B. 

Treat, 1876), 471. The subtitle of this book shows how trustworthy the transcriptions 
of Moody’s sermons here are. It reads: “from the stenographic reports, taken verbatim, 
expressly for The New York Daily Tribune.”

 25.  Pollock, Moody, 91.

Chapter 9: The Mission to Great Britain

 1.  As quoted in Charles Raikes, “Moody and Sankey,” Mission Life, ed. Rev. J.  J. Halcombe 
(London: Wells Gardner, 1875), 359–66. Earl Shaftesbury’s tribute to Moody is given on 
page 360. Charles Raikes was a distinguished author, identified as “C.S.I., Lay Member of 
the Committee on Special Missions, Salisbury Diocesan Synod.” Another source for this 
tribute from Shaftesbury is the untitled press notice given in Sunday Magazine (London: 
Daldy, Isbister, & Co., 1875), 642.

 2.  The sobriquet “the poor man’s Earl” was applied to Lord Shaftesbury in the June 13, 1868 
issue of The Athenæum: Journal of English and Foreign Literature, Science, and the Fine Arts, 
no. 2120, 830.

 3.  See D. W. Bebbington, “Moody, Dwight Lyman (1837–1899),” Oxford Dictionary of Na-
tional Biography (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004); http://www.oxforddnb.com/
view/article/53843.

 4.  The precise dates for the start and close of Moody’s mission to Britain are: June 17, 1873 
to July 21, 1875. See Bebbington, “Moody, Dwight Lyman (1837–1899).”

 5.  Paul D. Moody and Arthur Percy Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, vol. 1 (Chicago: 
Bible Institute Colportage Assoc., 1900), 68–78. Here, the story of Moody’s life, from the 
period just after the great Chicago Fire, through his great preaching tour of the British 
Isles, is given.

 6.  Ibid., 69.
 7.  Ibid.
 8.  John C. Pollock, Moody (New York: Macmillan, 1963), 99.
 9.  Ibid.
 10.  As cited in Moody and Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, 72.
 11.  Ibid.
 12.  Ibid., 73.
 13.  William R. Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody (London: Morgan & Scott, 1900), 150.
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 14.  Moody and Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, 73.
 15.  Ibid., 73–74.
 16.  As cited in Ibid., 74.
 17.  Ibid., 74–75.
 18.  Ibid., 75.
 19.  Ibid.
 20.  Edwin Hodder, The Life and Work of the 7th Earl of Shaftesbury (London: Cassell & Co., 

1887), 688–89.
 21.  Moody and Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, 76.
 22.  Ibid.
 23.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 236.
 24.  Moody and Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, 77–78.
 25.  See the untitled, unattributed death notice for D. L. Moody given in the January 5, 1900 

issue of The Literary World, (London: James Clarke & Co., 1900), 12.

Chapter 10: Golden Days

 1.  G. B. Cutten, The Psychological Phenomena of Christianity (New York: Scribner’s Sons, 
1908), 183.

 2.  Great biographical information about G. B. Cutten is given on page 141 of The Phi Gam-
ma Delta (1922). See also “Colgate’s Cutten,” Time, Monday, 2 February 1942, archived 
online at: http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/ 0,9171,849752,00.html.

 3.  Cutten, The Psychological Phenomena of Christianity, 183–84.
 4.  Ibid., 183.
 5.  William R. Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody (London: Morgan & Scott, 1900), 235.
 6.  Ibid.
 7.  Ibid.
 8.  The Brooklyn Daily Eagle Almanac, comp. William Herries (New York: Press of the Brook-

lyn Eagle, 1886), 87.
 9.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 236.
 10.  New York Tribune, 6 November 1875, 4, quoted in Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 

236.
 11.  Ibid.
 12.  Ibid.
 13.  Ibid.
 14.  Ibid., 236–37.
 15.  W. A. Candler, Great Revivals and the Great Republic (Nashville: Publishing House of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, 1904), 232. Candler held two advanced degrees, the  
D.D. and L.D.

 16. Ibid., 233.
 17.  See The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant, vol. 26, 1875, ed. J. Y. Simon (Carbondale, IL: Southern 

Illinois University Press, 2003), 558. See also B. J. Evensen, God’s Man for the Gilded Age 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2003), 76.
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 18.  It is fascinating to note that Moody’s life had connections to eight American presidents: 
Abraham Lincoln, U. S. Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, James Garfield, William McKinley, 
Theodore Roosevelt, and Woodrow Wilson. Moody was related to Franklin D. Roosevelt.

 19.  This newspaper article from The New York Daily Tribune is archived online at: http:// 
fultonhistory.com/Newspapers%206/New%20York%20NY%20Tribune/New%20York 
%20NY%20Tribune%201875%20Oct%20-%20Dec%20Grayscale/New%20York%20
NY%20Tribune%201875%20Oct%20-%20Dec%20Grayscale%20-%200620.pdf.

 20.   Lyle W. Dorsett, A Passion for Souls (Chicago: Moody, 1997), 236.
 21.  Ibid.
 22.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 243.
 23.  Ibid.
 24.  Coleman’s prose portrait, “They Saw Abraham Lincoln in Life,” appeared in the February 

6, 1913 issue of Interior magazine.
 25.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 245.
 25.  Ibid.
 26.  Ibid.
 27.  Ibid.
 28.  Ibid., 245–46.
 29.  Ibid., 246.
 30.  Ibid.
 31.  Ibid.
 32.  D. L. Moody, Bible Characters (Chicago: F. H. Revell, 1888), 91, 93.
 33.  Ibid., 96–97.
 34.  Ibid., 104.
 35.  Ibid., 106.
 36.  Coleman, as cited in Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 247.
 37.  Ibid., 248.
 38.  The proof could be found in the numbers: by 1900 The Moody Sankey Hymn Book had 

run to “five million copies, and twenty different translations.” Ibid, 250.
 39.   Ibid., 248.
 40.  “Safe in the Arms of Jesus,” from Echoes from the Heart, comp. Emma Moody (London: 

Sampson Low, Marston, Searle & Rivington, 1876), 61. These lines are from the hymn, 
“Safe in the Arms of Jesus.” In public domain. 

 41.  The hymn “How Can I Keep from Singing” is featured on the music soundtrack for the 
landmark PBS documentary film Mark Twain created by filmmaker Ken Burns.

 42.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 248.
 43.  Ibid.
 44.  Ibid., 250.
 45.  Quoted in Ibid., 251–52.
 46.  See B. J. Evensen, God’s Man for the Gilded Age (New York: Oxford University Press, 

2003).
 47.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 252–53.
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 48.  Donn Piatt, Memories of the Men Who Saved the Union (New York: Belford, Clarke & 
Co., 1887), 141, 146, 152.

 49.  Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody, 253.
 50. The New York Times, as quoted in Ibid., 253.

Chapter 11: Northfield

 1.  James Stalker, “Mr. D. L. Moody,” Living Age, 17 March 1900, 691.
 2.  See William R. Moody, “The Origin and Growth of the Northfield Work, Part 1,” Record 

of Christian Work, February 1904, 83.
 3.  Ibid.
 4.  Ibid.
 5.  Most of the stories told from here forward of the early history of Northfield Seminary can 

be found in H. W. Rankin, The Handbook of the Northfield Seminary and the Mt. Hermon 
School (New York: F. H. Revell, 1889), 13–42.

 6.  Ibid., 14.
 7.  Janet Mabie, The Years Beyond (East Northfield, MA: Northfield Bookstore, 1960), 67.
 8.  Rankin, The Handbook of the Northfield Seminary, 15.
 9.  Mabie, The Years Beyond, 68.
 10.  William R. Moody, The Life of Dwight L. Moody (London: Morgan & Scott, 1900), 207.
 11.  T.  J. Shanks, ed., The Home Work of D. L. Moody (Chicago: F. H. Revell, 1886), 14.
 12.  R. S. Rhodes, ed., Dwight Lyman Moody’s Life (Chicago: Rhodes & McClure Pub. Co., 

1907), xxx.
 13.  Burnham Carter, So Much to Learn (East Northfield, MA: Northfield Mount Hermon 

School, 1976), 263.
 14.  Paul D. Moody and Arthur Percy Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, vol. 2 (Chicago: 

Bible Institute Colportage Assoc., 1900), 24.
 15.  Record of Christian Work, vol. 40, no. 8, 581.
 16.  H. D. Northrop, ed., The Life and Labors of Dwight L. Moody (New Brunswick: R. A. H. 

Morrow, 1899), 163.
 17.  “Moody’s Educational Scheme,” The New York Times, 22 August 22 1879, archived online 

at http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-freepdf?res=F00D12F6385A127B93C0AB 
1783D85F4D8784F9.

 18.  Ibid.
 19.  Ibid.
 20.  Rankin, The Handbook of the Northfield Seminary and the Mt. Hermon School, 24.
 21.  Ibid.
 22.  Ibid., 26.
 23.  Ibid., 29–30.
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Any biographer of D. L. Moody is fortunate in the key sources that may 
be consulted. Here are nine sources that have been of great value to my 

research.

Dorsett, Lyle W. A Passion for Souls: The Life of D. L. Moody. Chicago:  
Moody, 1997.  
Painstakingly researched, with full access to family papers from all major 
repositories, this biography reflects the skill and gifts of a trained historian 
and author, noted for his fine books about C. S. Lewis. This biography is 
lucid and reflective, while its pages are studded with source materials that 
bring Moody and his world to life.

Evensen, Bruce J. God’s Man for the Gilded Age: D. L. Moody and the Rise of 
Modern Mass Evangelism. New York: Oxford University Press, 2003.  
This is a magisterial account of D. L. Moody and his age, a fascinating and 
carefully documented account of how Moody became a unique figure: a 
man of vibrant faith and philanthropy—yet a man who was also a skilled 
administrator and innovator. In an era when the power of mass media was 
just beginning to be felt, Moody was truly a man made for his times.

Fitt, Arthur Percy. Moody Still Lives: Word Pictures of D. L. Moody. Chicago: 
F. H. Revell, 1936.  
Written by Moody’s Irish-born son-in-law, A. P. Fitt, this book presents a 
near view of D. L. Moody through the lens of his home life and habits of 
the heart. It also explores all aspects of his life and work, even as it consid-
ers their relevance and power in 1936, the eve of the 100th anniversary of 
Moody’s birth.

George, Timothy, ed. Mr. Moody and the Evangelical Tradition. London: T & T 
 Clark International, 2005.  
This collection of essays reflects the best of academic thinking about the 
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entire landscape of Moody’s life and legacy. It is rigorous in scholarship, 
while compelling in content. Reflections on Moody’s theology, cultural im-
pact, and enduring legacy are hallmarks of this book.

Goss, Charles, and D. L. Moody. Echoes from the Pulpit and Platform. Hartford, 
CT: Worthington & Co., 1900.  
Charles Goss’s well-considered brief memoir of Moody opens this stout 
volume, and its remaining pages are devoted to presenting a veritable trove 
of D. L. Moody’s sermons, all recorded verbatim by one of the finest ste-
nographers of the late 1890s. If one wishes to experience Moody’s sermon 
craft and pulpit presence, this is the best source to consult.

Moody, Paul D., My Father: An Intimate Portrait of D. L. Moody. Boston: Little,  
Brown and Company, 1938.  
Written by D. L. Moody’s youngest son, Paul, this book remains an au-
thoritative text about the philanthropist, preacher, and educator. Paul 
Moody was a distinguished preacher in his own right, and later president 
of Middlebury College. This book was published under the auspices of the 
Atlantic Monthly Press, and it received a fulsome review from the Pulitzer 
Prize–winning poet Robert P. Tristram Coffin.

Moody, William R. The Life of Dwight L. Moody. London: Morgan and Scott,  
1900.  
Written by D. L. Moody’s eldest son, this book remains an authoritative life 
story, rich in its citations of primary source materials. Chief among these are  
D. L. Moody’s letters, other family papers, and the many lengthy and re-
vealing recollections written specifically for this book by D. L. Moody’s 
surviving friends. Assisted by John Bancroft Devins, the well-known edi-
tor of the New York Observer, Will Moody crafted a lengthy and compel-
ling book of just over five hundred pages.

Pollock, John Charles. Moody. New York: Macmillan, 1963.  
Written in close cooperation with the Moody family, with full access to 
papers then privately held, and drawing on extensive interviews with D. L. 
Moody’s only surviving daughter-in-law, May Whittle Moody, this book 
represents the best type of narrative history. Carefully researched and 
crafted, it mingles both a sense of immediacy and authority. D. L. Moody 
emerges from its pages as a compelling, vibrant figure.
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Vincent, James. The MBI Story: The Vision and Worldwide Impact of Moody Bible 
 Institute. Chicago: Moody, 2011.  
 Comprehensive in scope, rich in documentation from archival sources, 
The MBI Story traces the history of Moody Bible Institute from the days 
of its founder and namesake, D. L. Moody, to its 125th anniversary. Schol-
ars and general readers alike, indeed anyone who seeks to thoroughly ex-
plore all facets of MBI’s storied legacy, would do well to begin here.
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abolitionist riots (Boston), 37
Agricultural Hall (London) meetings, 

116, 117, 118, 200
American Baptist Publication Society, 

258
American Express Company, 70
American gospel meetings 

in Brooklyn (1875), 124–27 
in New York (1875), 128–37 
in Philadelphia (1875), 127–28 
Western tour (1898–1899),  
 235–36, 251

anthracite coal mines (PA), 149–50
attendance figures 

America gospel meetings, 125, 
126–27 
England gospel meetins, 111–12, 
116 
Scotland gospel meetings, 113, 116

B

Battle of Murfreesboro (TN), 68
Belfast (Ireland) gospel meetings, 116
Bible characters, sermons about, 130–

132
Bible Institute Colportage Association 

(BICA), 170–172
Bible Institute for Home and Foreign 

Missions. See Moody Bible Institute 
(MBI)

Bible studies (DLM’s home), 97, 141

BICA (Bible Institute Colportage 
Association), 170–172

boardinghouse (Chicago), 52
Boer War discussion, 265
Bonfire Day story, 201
boot and shoe store (Henderson’s), 52
boot and shoe store (Holton’s), 33–34, 

35–36, 38–39, 42, 45–46
Boston (MA) 

abolitionist riots in, 37 
DLM in, 34–42, 45–46 
DLM’s conversion memorial, 42 
DLM’s move to, 31, 33–34

Boys’ school. See Mount Hermon School
Braman’s Baths (Boston), 37–38
Britain gospel meetings. See Great 

Britain gospel meetings
Brooklyn (NY) gospel meetings, 124–27
Brooklyn Rink, 125
Brooklyn Tabernacle, 125, 126–27
Buell, Hill, & Granger firm, 78
buggy (DLM’s), 241, 241–43, 244, 

245–47, 249

C

Calvary, 179–180
Cambridge University, 207
Camp Douglas (Chicago), 63, 64–66
Carrubbers Close mission (Edinburgh), 

160
Catholics, 214
Catholic World (magazine), 214
Central Music Hall (Chicago), 196
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charity, DLM on, 216, 263, 264
Chicago (IL), 47, 49–50, 53–54, 56–58, 

63. See also Moody Bible Institute 
(MBI)

Chicago Avenue Church, 120–121, 164, 
191–92

Chicago Bible Institute (CBI). See 
Moody Bible Institute (MBI)

Chicago Evangelization Society, 160
Chicago Fire (1871), 99–106, 108
Chicago World’s Fair (1893), 189–98, 

202
choir (Kansas City meetings), 252–53
Christian Commission, 64, 71–72, 85
Christianity 

denominationalism in, 214, 232, 
252–53 
hypocrisy in, 216, 236 
mere Christianity, 118, 124, 136, 
166, 214–15, 222, 232

church, role in evangelism, 164
circus tents (World’s Fair), 194–95
“City Evangelization” speech, 159–60
Civil War, 59, 63–73, 82
coal mines (PA), 149–50
Coliseum (Rome), 177–78
Colorado gospel meetings, 235
Colportage Library, 171–72
colporters, 171
Confederate prisoner gospel meetings, 

64–66
Congregationalist and Christian World, 

The (magazine), 203–04
conversion (DLM’s), 39–43
cornerstone ceremony (East Hall), 

145–46

creditors (Moody family’s), 21–22, 152
creeds, DLM on, 214

D

dedication ceremony (East Hall), 144
denominationalism, 118, 214, 232, 

252–53
depot tabernacle (Philadelphia), 127
Donelson, Fort, 64
dormitories (Northfield Seminary), 142, 

143–46
Dublin (Ireland) gospel meetings, 116
Dwight L. Moody (McDowell), 156

E

Early Recollections of Dwight L. Moody 
(Farwell), 56

East Hall (Northfield Seminary), 143–
46, 229

Edinburgh (Scotland) gospel meetings, 
113–14 
education (DLM’s) 
childhood struggles in, 27–28,  
 29–30 
self-taught, 36–37, 205–06, 215, 
220–222

Egypt, trip to, 178–79, 181–82
“Elder Brother” sermon, 191–92
Elizabethtown (KY) camp, 67
England, DLM’s trip to (1867), 90–94
England gospel meetings, 116–18 

at Cambridge, 207 
DLM’s character shown, 200–201 
at Oxford, 208 
results of, 107–08

English Church Missionary Society, 179
evangelism through literature, 171–72
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Farwell & Company. See John V. Farwell 
& Company

Farwell Hall (Chicago), 86–87, 100–101
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church 

(NYC), 167
fire of 1871 (Chicago), 99–106, 108
First Baptist Church (Chicago), 51, 

75–76
First Congregational Church (Chicago), 

191
Forepaugh’s Circus (Chicago), 194–95
Founder’s Week (MBI), 166–67
freight car Sunday school (Little Hell), 

54
fund-raising campaigns 

after the Chicago fire, 105 
for MBI, 160 
necessity of, 83, 263 
for the World’s Fair, 191, 196– 
 97 
for YMCA, 86, 100

G

Gangs of New York, The (film), 54
gap men, 159–60
General Conference for Christian 

Workers (1899), 238–39
girls’ school. See Northfield Seminary
giving, DLM on, 216, 263, 264 

See also fund-raising campaigns
Glasgow (Scotland) gospel meetings, 

114, 114–16, 115
Good Samaritan pocket parable, 217–18

Gospel Hymns, The (Moody and Sankey), 
219

gospel meetings. See specific gospel 
meetings

Gospel Union News, The, 153
gospel wagons (World’s Fair), 193
G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 224–25
Great Britain, DLM’s trip to (1867), 

90–94
Great Britain gospel meetings 

at Cambridge, 207 
in England, 111–13, 116–18,  
 200–201 
hymnbooks, 119–21 
initial trip (1872), 108–10 
in Ireland, 116 
at Oxford, 208 
prayers as start of, 110 
results of, 107–08, 118–19 
in Scotland, 113–16

Greatest Thing in the World, The, 229

H

Hampton Roads Peace Conference 
(1865), 72

Handbook of the Northfield Seminary and 
the Mount Hermon School, 147

Haymarket Theater (Chicago), 193
heaven, DLM on, 257–58
heaven pocket parable, 218–19
Henderson’s boot and shoe store, 52
Hippodrome (New York City), 128–34
Holton’s boot and shoe store, 33–34, 

35–36, 38–39, 42, 45–46
Holy Land, trip to, 175–82
house prayer meetings (Little Hell), 

56–58
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humility, DLM on, 215
hymnbooks, 116–17, 119–21, 129, 133, 

144, 219
hymns, 132–33
Hyperion Theatre gospel meeting, 223

I

ice rink (Brooklyn) meetings, 125
Illinois Street Church (Chicago), 102, 

105
Illinois Zouaves regiment, 67
Immanuel Baptist Church (Chicago), 

191
Indian Territory students, 146
Ireland gospel meetings, 116
Ireland trip (1867), 90–94
Ismailia (Egypt), 178–79
Israel, trip to, 175–82
“It Is Well with My Soul” (hymn), 102

J

Jacob, sermon on, 130–132
Jerusalem, trip to, 179–81
John 3:14-15 (dying soldier), 68–69
John 3:16 sermon (Moorhouse), 95–96
John V. Farwell & Company, 47
jokes (DLM’s) 

Italian cobbler, 38–39 
at Northfield Seminary, 244–45 
at school, 25–26 
at Wiswalls’ store, 51

K

Kansas City Convention Hall, 253–54
Kansas City gospel meetings, 251, 

252–58

Kibble Crystal Palace (Glasgow), 116

L

Lake Huron (steamship), 187–88
lay workers, 159–60
library (DLM’s), 221–22
Lincoln’s Last Months (Harris), 71–72
Lion (DLM’s dog), 246
Literary Digest, The (magazine), 189
Literary World, The (magazine), 121
Little Hell slum (Chicago), 53–54, 

56–58
Living Age, The (magazine), 139
London church (Lessey’s), 108–10
London gospel campaign committee, 

120–21
London (England) gospel meetings, 

116–18, 207, 208
lyceum (Chicago), 63

M

MBI (Moody Bible Institute). See 
Moody Bible Institute (MBI)

McClure’s Magazine, 172, 242–43
media coverage, 125–26, 128–29, 134, 

136–37
mere Christianity, 118, 124, 136, 166, 

214–15, 222, 232
“Messenger of Peace, The” (railroad car), 

258–59
Methodist Episcopal Church (Chicago), 

51, 59
Middlebury College, 55
“Mission of a Good Book” (poem), 221
mission school (Little Hell slum), 55, 

56–58, 60, 61, 62
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Founder’s Week at, 166–67 
founding of, 159–60, 163–64 
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leadership of, 164–65, 168 
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See also Bible Institute Colportage 
Association (BICA)

Moody family home (Northfield), 140–
141, 142, 262

“Moody’s Power with College Men” 
(Mott), 209–10

Mosque of Omar ( Jerusalem), 180
motto (Northfield Seminary), 144–45
Mount Hermon School, 143, 148, 149–

57, 206, 243–45
Mount of Olives, 179–80, 180–181
Mount Vernon Congregational Church 

(Boston), 40, 45, 48
“Mr. Moody’s Appreciation of 

Education” (Cutler), 205–06
Murfreesboro, Battle of, 68
music, ministry of, 129, 132–33 

See also hymnbooks
My Father (Moody), 219

N

Nellie Gray (DLM’s horse), 245–46
Newcastle Chronicle, The (newspaper), 

113
Newcastle-on-Tyne (England) gospel 

meetings, 112–13
newspaper coverage, 125–26, 128–29, 

134, 136–37

New York City gospel meetings, 128–37
New York Times, The (newspaper) 

McDowell’s obituary, 155 
on Northfield dedication, 145–46 
on NYC gospel meetings, 137 
S. S. Spree article, 183 
tribute to Dr. Evans, 168 
Yale meetings, 223–24

New York Tribune, The (newspaper), 
119, 125–26, 127–28

New York World, The (newspaper), 
261–64

Northfield Bible Training School, 
172–74

Northfield family home (DLM), 140–
141, 142, 262

Northfield Hotel, 173, 173–74
Northfield Seminary, 174 

20th anniversary celebration,  
237–38 
as DLM’s legacy, 263 
first years, 143, 146–48, 237–38 
founding of, 139–46 
students and DLM, 243–45

Northfield Student Conferences, 224, 
224–25, 229–33, 238, 239–41

North Market Hall mission school, 76, 
79–81

North Side Tabernacle (Chicago), 105, 
108

O

ODNB (Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography), 107–08

Old Bailey prayer meeting, 108
Old Men’s Quartette, 253
Omar, Mosque of ( Jerusalem), 180
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One Thousand and One Thoughts from 
My Library (Moody), 221–22

orphanages (Müller’s), 91
Outlook (magazine), 165–66
Oxford Dictionary of National 

Biography (ODNB), 107–08
Oxford University, 208

P

parable of the prodigal son, 191–92
phaeton (DLM’s), 241, 241–43, 244, 

245–47, 249
Philadelphia gospel meetings, 127–28
Phillips’ boardinghouse (Chicago), 52
pioneer meeting pocket parable, 217
Plymouth Brethren church service, 92
Plymouth Congregational Church 

(Chicago), 48
pocket parables, 217–19
portrait of DLM (Healy), 103, 104
Port Said (Egypt), 178
praise services (World’s Fair), 192
pranks (DLM’s) 

Italian cobbler, 38–39 
at Northfield Seminary, 244–45 
at school, 25–26 
at Wiswalls’ store, 51

prayer, power of, 110, 187–88, 196–97
Presbyterian church (Chicago), 51
Princeton University students, 229, 231
prisoner chapel meetings (Camp 

Douglas), 64–66
prodigal son parable, 191–92
Psalm 91, 186
Psalm 133:3, 153–54
Psychological Phenomena of Christianity, 

The (Cutten), 124

publishing company (BICA), 170–172
Putnam’s Sons, G. P. See G. P. Putnam’s 

Sons

R

Ramleh (Israel), 179
Record of Christian Work, The 

(magazine), 261
revival, DLM’s definition of, 215
revival meetings. See specific gospel 

meetings
riots, Boston abolitionist, 37
Rome (Italy) tour, 177–78
Round Top (Northfield), 225, 230, 268, 

270
Royal Opera-House (London), 116
royalties (hymnbook), 120–121, 144

S

Sacred Songs and Solos (hymnbook), 
116–17

Santa Cruz train story, 235–36
Saturday Evening Post, The, 33–34
Scotland gospel meetings, 113–16
Second Presbyterian Church (Kansas 

City), 254–55
seminary (Northfield). See Northfield 

Seminary
Senior Glen (Northfield), 224, 225
sermons (DLM’s) 

on abolition, 72–73 
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Bible characters in, 130–32 
on the Elder Brother, 191–92 
eloquence in, 213–20, 255–56 
God’s love in, 124, 217 
on the sinking S. S. Spree, 184–86
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Shorter Life of D. L. Moody, The (Moody 

and Fitt), 55, 171, 220
slavery. See abolitionist riots (Boston); 

Civil War
slums (Chicago), 53–54, 56–58
songbooks. See hymnbooks
Spree (steamship), 183–88
State Street family home (Chicago), 102, 

104
Stone Hall (Northfield), 229
street kids (Chicago slums), 56–59, 60, 

61, 62
students and DLM, 223–25, 229–33, 

238, 243–45, 264, 270–271
Sunderland (England) gospel meetings, 

112

T

Tablet, The (newspaper), 136
Tattersall’s Hall (Chicago), 194
tents, evangelistic, 114, 193–95, 194–95
Texas gospel meetings, 237
Time (magazine), 213
time capsule (East Hall), 146
trowel (East Hall cornerstone 

ceremony), 145
Two Centuries of Christian Activity at 

Yale (Reynolds, Fisher, and Wright), 
224–25

U

Union Theological Seminary (NY), 170
University of Chicago, 170
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Varieties of Religious Experience, The 
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W

War relief work, 64–73
Way Home, The (Moody), 217–18
Way to God, The (Moody), 172
Wells Street Mission (Chicago), 53
“Why Not Be a Christian” sermon, 

255–56
Women’s ministries, 162, 172
World’s Columbian Exposition (1893), 

189–98, 202
World’s Fair (1893), 189–98, 202
World’s Student Conference. See 

Northfield Student Conferences

Y

Yale University, 223–25, 229–33, 
270–271

YMCA (Boston), 36–37, 45
YMCA (Chicago), 64–65, 85–87, 

100–101
YMCA (London), 91
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meetings, 111–12
York (England) gospel meetings, 111–12
Young Men’s Christian Association. See 

specific YMCA
“Your Mission” (Song of Songs), 71–72
Youth’s Companion (magazine), 244–45

Z

Zouaves regiment (Illinois), 67
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